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Rural Addressing: Where is
our-Sign? -

agine this scenario: Late one night, youn;.kltcherstarts
fire in rural Dunn County. You evacuate the hous and
911 from your cell phone requesting help fronthe fire
nent. The E911 dispatcher asks for your rural

as your cell phone is not linked to yourdaress
way your land line phone is. “I don't knav it”
ut here is my legal land description!”

ar ment heads out, but it's dark andthere is

The fire departme

ural address sigrhas
parn where 1's been for
d it up from the @unty.
Jut you havert'taken

or directios. “We
t past his red
2s!” fie fire

had only put up that sig
fire department could have

Finally, you can see the red lights of the trucksaflecting off
the snow and tell the fire department they must ba@earby and
to look for a driveway. It takes a few more minuteso see the
access but finally the fire department makes it tyour location.
The fire is put out quickly, but because of the dely, the fire
has spread causing you to not only lose your kitchebut your
living room and bedroom too. The next day you put p your
rural address sign, but it is 12 hours too late.....

A Brief History of Rural Addressing in Dunn County:

The rural addressing (fire number) system, as it €sts today,
was the result of a County Ordinance (Number 52) §hed by
the members of the Development Committee and adopteon
May 20", 1992. This was a major overhaul of the old rural
route system, and was implemented to enhance theajity of
service provided by the Dunn County Emergency Serees
Department. For over 17 years the process has beéatilitated
by the Dunn County Zoning Office.

Many changes have taken place throughout those 1@éars.
Perhaps the most significant being the advances tachnology
within the E911 Department and the Dunn County
Department of Administration Office/Geographic Information
Systems Division.

The Dunn County Executive Committee has drafted and
adopted a new “Uniform System For Numbering Properies
and Principal Buildings in Dunn County”, effective on January
1%, 2010.

This redirects the administration of this ordinancefrom the
Dunn County Zoning Office to the Dunn County Departnent
of Administration.



