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2018 OVERVIEW/SUMMARY 

 
 

The Circuit Courts, comprised of the Clerk of Courts’ office and Judges’ office, strive to operate in an 
effective, efficient and professional manner. Following is a summary of our activities in 2018: 
 
 
• 2018 continued to be a year for learning and growth in the Clerk of Courts’ office. We continue to 

cross train staff to become more familiar in other areas of the law other than their direct case loads 
to provide better customer service to the public. We continue to expand our knowledge and become 
more efficient processing cases electronically filed in a timely manner. Almost all case types state-
wide have been converted to an electronic file pursuant to the Wisconsin Supreme Court decision in 
2016. 

 
 
• We continue to use the video conferencing equipment on a daily basis to conduct bail bond hearings 

for inmates that are incarcerated. This eliminates having inmates brought into the courtroom for 
their bail bond hearings. We are also using the video conferencing equipment to quash warrants for 
those who are arrested on a Dunn County warrant but being held in a facility in another county.  

 

• In July of 2018, we partnered with the State Debt Collection (SDC) program through the Wisconsin 
Department of Revenue (DOR) as our collection agency. The courts’ software system interfaced its 
software with DOR to electronically transmit information to DOR from our financial system. We 
have worked very hard in 2018 to turn over all unpaid past due debts due to the Clerk of Courts’ 
office along with unpaid restitution debts due to victims. 

 
 
• In 2018, we were hopeful that Dunn County would receive a third Judgeship position. 

Unfortunately, no new judgeships were approved in the entire state. We are actively making 
connections in hopes of obtaining a third Judge for Dunn County for 2020. Caseload numbers and 
statewide time studies have indicated for many years that we are in need of another judge as well as 
more prosecutor positions in the District Attorney’s office.  Having an additional judge and 
prosecutor position would greatly benefit the court system and the citizens in Dunn County. 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

2018 REVENUE COLLECTED & DISBURSEMENT SUMMARY 



 
REVENUE COLLECTED AND DISBURSEMENT BREAKDOWN 

    Funds Held in Trust as of 12/31/2017 $336,483.11 
    Funds Collected            $3,512,654.20 
    Revenue Disbursements          ($2,681,715.08) 
    State of Wisconsin, Clerk of Courts, 
    Municipalities, Sheriff’s Department,  
    Human Services, Treasurer 
    Non-Revenue Disbursements             ($934,977.63) 
    Including: Foreclosure Sale Proceeds,  
    Restitution, Refunds, Child Support Purge 
    Payments, etc. 
    Funds held in Trust as of 12/31/2018  $232,444.60 
 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS IN 2018 BY COLLECTION AGENCY 
  
    HE Stark Collection Agency    $29,019.02 
    Tax Intercept     $179,521.85 
    State Debt Collection (SDC)     $19,485.89 
    State Debt Collection Restitution     $1,778.52 
       TOTAL $229,805.28 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

2018 CASE FILINGS 
    

Civil Cases 539 
Criminal Cases 1,357 
Family/Paternity Cases 299 
Juvenile Cases 310 
Probate Cases 213 
Small Claims Cases 954 
Traffic/Forfeiture Cases 9,646 
TOTAL CASES FILED 13,318 
Jury Trials held in 2018 15 Trials 
Passports Issued in 2018 735 
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2019 PROJECTS 



 
• We will continue to cross train staff and update manuals to ensure that procedures and processes that 

are in place are accurate and efficient in our busy day to day routines. 
  

• Our long time Court Commissioner, Brent Skinner, is retiring from his role as the Dunn County Court 
Commissioner. The Judges have appointed Attorney David Schoenberger, as the new Dunn County 
Court Commissioner. We are in the process of having them cross train with one another to ensure a 
smooth transition into the Court Commissioner role. 

 
• We will continue to turn debts over to the State Debt Collection program to collect on any 

outstanding past due debts. 
 

• We are collaborating with various agencies to help implement the Family Treatment Court for Dunn 
County.  
 

• We are hopeful to start construction on installing bullet proof glass in the Clerk of Courts office. 
This will also include a small renovation to our large front counter window. 

 
 
The Dunn County Circuit Courts will continue to provide exceptional service to the individuals involved in the 
court system as well as managing the daily challenges presented to them. Members of the County Board are 
welcome to visit or contact us with any questions or concerns they may have. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Katie M. Schalley 
Katie M. Schalley 
Clerk of Courts  
 
James M. Peterson   
James M. Peterson 
Circuit Judge, Branch I 
 
Rod W.Smeltzer 
Rod W. Smeltzer 
Circuit Judge, Branch II 

 


