
tors of sharps please contact 
Stericycle at (715) 835-6250. 

Sharps should be placed in a 
rigid, puncture resistant con-
tainer with a secure lid or cap 
such as the free sharps con-
tainers,  heavy plastic laundry 
detergent or bleach bottles 
with screw caps.  Unacceptable 
containers include pop or wa-
ter bottles, milk jugs, alumi-
num coffee cans with plastic 
lids, cardboard containers or 
plastic bags.  Such containers 
are not appropriate and pose a 
hazard to handlers.  

Clearly label 
makeshift 
sharps con-
tainers with 
the words 
“bio-hazard”, 
“infectious 
waste” or 
“sharps”.  
Also, label detergent or bleach 
bottles with the words “Do 
not recycle” so they are not 
accidentally included with recy-
clables. 

What are the dangers of 
used sharps? 

Properly disposing of sharps, 
syringes and lancets is the pub-
lic’s responsibility to reducing 
a real health risk. When dis-
posed of in the trash or with 
recycling, used needles and 
lancets can stick waste disposal 

workers.  This leads to expen-
sive testing and exposure to 
diseases such as Hepatitis or 
HIV. Children, adults and even 
pets are also at risk for needle-
stick injuries when sharps are 
disposed of improperly at 
home or in public settings.  
Reports show that in areas 
where sharps are collected, 
fewer sharps are seen in the 
environment.  This results in 
fewer injuries, fewer health 
risks and less emotional trauma 
to waste handlers and the pub-
lic.   

Not a Dunn County Resi-
dent? 

To learn how to dispose of  
sharps outside of Dunn 
County try these steps: 

•  Bring the container to a reg-
istered sharps collection sta-
tion. Go to dnr.wi.gov and 
search “healthcare waste” to 
find a station near you. 

•  Ask your doctor, clinic or 
local hospital if you can bring 
sharps to their location for 
disposal. 

•  Call your local pharmacy, 
public health department, solid 
waste department, or streets 
department to learn about 
other local disposal options. 

•  Use a sharps mail-back pro-
gram. 

To protect waste handlers, the 
public and the environment, 
Wisconsin state law requires 
that discarded syringes, lancets 
and other sharps be kept sepa-
rate from household gar-
bage.  For disposal, sharps 
must be sealed in an appropri-
ate labeled container.  Free 
sharps containers are available 
at the Dunn County Transfer 
Station and Recycling Center, 
any Area Collection Station, 
the Dunn County Solid Waste 
Division office, Kmart Phar-
macy, The Medicine Shoppe 
(E Main St. location), and 
Erickson’s Family Pharmacy. 

Full sharps containers may be 
disposed of at any area collec-
tion station or the Dunn 
County Transfer Station and 
Recycling Center.  Replace-
ment sharps containers are 
available for free at the time of 
disposal.  This program is only 
available to residents with one 
container dropped off or 
picked up at a time. Funding 
for this program is not in-
tended to subsidize sharps 
containers or disposal for busi-
nesses such as: nursing homes, 

clinics, hospi-
tals, assisted 
living homes 
or treatment 
centers.  For 
large or mul-
tiple genera-
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In what year did 
Dunn County 
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begin collecting 

sharps for free? 
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Happy Halloween! 



an additive in fiberglass, tile and flooring, 
pavement or even turned back into sand to 
stop beach depletion. 

However, just because glass is crushed 
during recycling doesn’t mean you should 
do this prior to putting it in your bin.  This 
could injure waste haulers or people sort-
ing material at the Materials Recovery Fa-
cility.   

Do you have to separate glass by color? 

Dunn County Solid Waste contracts with 
Strategic Materi-
als, the largest 
glass recycler in 
North America.  
This company 
no longer re-
quires glass to be 
separated by 
color.  Also with 
a plant in St. 
Paul, Dunn 
County saves money in transportation 
costs.  After separating our glass, Strategic 
Materials uses the clear and brown glass 
for bottling and green glass is largely used 
for making fiberglass.  In an industry 
driven business, the turn around time for 
glass recycling can be as quick as 30 days, 
depending on demand.  

Can non-container glass be recycled? 

No.  Think of other forms of glass you 
have lying around the house.  Mirrors and 
windows, ceramics and drinking glasses, 
cookware and even light bulbs.  You’ll 
eventually want to dispose of all of these 
products, but they can’t be recycled with 
container glass. 

The simple reason is that most of these 
other forms of glass are treated with 
chemicals, so they have a different melting 
point than bottles and jars. This is impor-
tant for improving the durability of your 
car windshield, but makes disposal a chal-
lenge.  Here’s a few options for non-
container glass: 

1. If the glass isn’t broken, consider reuse 
for mirrors, ceramics, drinking glasses and 
cookware.  They’ll likely be accepted at a 
local second-hand store. 

2. Incandescent light bulbs and compact 
fluorescent lamps (CFLs) can be recycled 
at any Area Collection Station or the 
Transfer and Recycling Center.  Not a 
Dunn County resident?  CFLs can usually 
be recycled at a local hardware store or 
Home Depot. 

3. Windows are typically treated as con-
struction and demolition waste, and are 
handle differently by each municipality.  
Window glass is accepted at all Area Col-
lection Stations and the Transfer and Recy-
cling Center.  Contact your local waste and 
recycling hauler or office to see how they 
like it handled.   

Glass is 100% recyclable and can be recy-
cled endlessly without any loss in purity or 
quality.  

With help from Earth911 I have addressed 
some commonly asked questions about 
recycling glass.  Cheers! 

Do I need to prepare glass in some way 

before I recycle it? 

As long as the glass is not broken, you do 
not need to prepare it for recycling. Just be 
careful to cushion glass if you are trans-
porting it for recycling or donation so it 
doesn’t end up broken. 

When recycling broken glass in a curbside 
bin always remember to separate it in a 
different container to avoid injury to waste 
haulers. 

Do you have to clean out glass before 
recycling? 

The bottom line is yes.  This is a recom-
mended practice to make things easier on 
the handlers.  If glass has sugar remains, it 
becomes sticky when it dries and is more 
prone to attracting bugs. This goes for 
other food and beverage containers as well. 

During recycling, glass is crushed down 
into pieces called cullet.  This process 
cleans the glass and removes any remaining 
residue (such as labels or lime wedges in 
your beer).  This means a dirty bottle could 
still be recycled, but you should rinse it to 
the best of your ability. 

Can broken glass be recycled? 

Broken glass is recyclable, but it might not 
be reprocessed into new glass bottles.  This 
is because when glass breaks, it can often 
be a challenge to separate it by color given 
the tiny pieces.  This glass can be used as 

Recycling Glass 

Page 2 Recyc l ing  T idb its  Volume 1,  I ssue 11 

For every ton of glass that is recycled re-
sults in one ton of raw materials saved to 
process new glass, including: 1,300 pounds 
of sand, 410 pounds of soda ash and 380 
pounds of limestone.   

 
Today sharps are 
still accepted for 
free at all Area Col-
lection Stations and 
the Dunn County 
Transfer Station and 
Recycling Center. 

Dunn County’s free sharps disposal pro-
gram began April 2, 2007.  The program is 
a partnership between Lions Clubs of 
Dunn County, Red Cedar Medical Center, 
Dunn County Health Department, and 
Dunn County Solid Waste.  Initial funding 
for this program was provided by the 
Menomonie Community Health Founda-
tion.   

Stump the Grump Reuse Ideas 
Glass jars make great 

water proof storage 

containers for spices, 

flour and beans. 

Glass drink contain-

ers can be saved for 

parties for home-

made drinks. 
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Halloween Reuse Ideas 

 http://www.poofycheeks.com/2012/10/
bite-halloween-decor-from-reused-
glass.html  

Homemade Citronella Candles               http://gardentherapy.ca/diy-citronella-candles 

2. Assemble your double boiler and add 

wax or old candles in small pieces.  Don’t 

worry so much about bits of wick or other 

specks in the wax as you won’t see them in 

the candles when they are done.  Heat over 

medium heat until the wax is completely 

melted. 

3. When the wax is melted it’s time to add 

the fragrance.  Add 1 oz of citronella oil 

per pound of wax and augment the scent 

with 0.5 oz of other scents per pound. 

4. Let the wax cool slightly and carefully 
pour into containers.  Try to keep wicks 
centered as the wax cools.  If you are hav-
ing trouble, secure the wicks with a pencil, 
chopstick or clothespin to keep them in 
line.  Be careful not to disturb the candles 

too much and set them in a warm place to 
cool.  Cooling slowly and completely will 
create the best looking candles. 
 
5. If you get a depressed area around the 
wick when cooled, warm up some more 
wax and pour it into the void. 
 
6. Allow your candle to cure for 48 hours 
undisturbed before burning. Then, when 
you fire it up, let the candle burn so that 
there is a full, wide pool of wax before you 
blow it out.   
 
7. Decorate your candles by wrapping 
them in burlap, twine and/or yarn.  Store 
them near the garden, deck or patio so you 
can quickly light them up when the pests 
start buzzing around. 

 Materials 

Old glass jars or aluminum cans 

A double boiler  

Wax (soy wax, paraffin wax, old candles) 

Pre-waxed wicks with tabs (6”) 

Citronella oil for candle making (use 1 oz 

per lb of wax) 

Other scents for candle making like pine, 

mandarin orange, eucalyptus, peppermint) 

Hot glue gun 

Directions 

1. Using the hot glue gun, affix the wicks 

to the bottom of the cans and press it 

firmly into the center.  If you are using a 

larger can, add two or three wicks 

spaced apart around the center. 

Candle Glass - is it recyclable? 
Take it a step further for reuse:   

4. Remove label 

5 & 6. Remove label residue using last  

 

 

 

 

 

month’s Goo Remover recipe and clean 

the inside using pure vinegar or hot soapy 

water. 

 Yes, candle glass is recyclable! However it 

needs to be completely empty of wax first.   

How to rid wax from candle jars: 

1. Place candle in the freezer for a least an 

hour.  The cold temperature will cause the 

wax to pull away from the jar edges.  

2. Take a dull knife and gently stab the wax 

breaking it apart. 

3. Remove wax and recycle.   


