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Working smoke alarms 

can reduce the chance 

of dying in a fire by 

50%.  

Answer:  

True - Smoke alarms 

are a critical first step 

to staying safe, but in 

order to be effective, 

they have to be working 

properly. For the best 

protection, install 

smoke alarms on every 

level of your home and 

in every sleeping area.  

dioxin travel through the air, 
landing on plants, and 
breathed in or consumed by 
people or animals.  The U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency considers burn barrels 
a major source of dioxin and 
believes that current dioxin 

levels in Americans are high 
enough to create a significant 
cancer risk.  Other health risks 
from dioxin exposure include 
breathing disorders, asthma, 
rashes, skin diseases, allergies 
and even birth defects.  

Open burning can also pose a 
serious fire risk, with frequent 
brush, forest, and structure 
fires attributed to out of con-
trol burning.  Occasionally, 
such fires have resulted in 
death.  Certain states have 
even gone so far as to outlaw 
open burning.  In Dunn 
County, where burning is ille-
gal, offenders can be fined up 
to $2,000 (plus court costs) for 
each violation. 

Yard waste and untreated 
wood may be burned within 
Dunn County as long as a 
Burn Permit is obtained 

through your local Town or 
Village Chairman.  It is always 
better to use alternative dis-
posal methods, including com-
posting, recycling and landfill-
ing.  Treated, painted, and 
stained wood or lumber, how-
ever, should never be 
burned.  Such items can be 
disposed of at the Dunn 
County Transfer Station and 
Recycling Center or any Area 
Collection Station for a nomi-
nal fee.  

“Burning solid waste materials, 
such as treated wood, plastic, 
household garbage and most 

other trash is prohibited 
statewide, and local ordi-
nances may be more stringent 
than statewide requirements.  
It is legal to burn items such as 
leaves, brush and clean wood 
under some circumstances.  
However, you need to make 
sure you have any necessary 
burn permits.” - WI DNR 

 

Backyard open burning is a 
long time tradition, especially 
in rural areas.  Burning any 
type of material outdoors with-
out air pollution controls in 
place or burning in an uncon-
fined area, a container or a pile 
are all considered “open burn-
ing” Though Dunn County 
made open burning illegal in 
1995, this trend, unfortunately, 
continues.   

What many people may not 
realize is just how dangerous 
and toxic this trend actually 
is.  Even carefully sorted pa-
per-only waste can be hazard-
ous when burned.  Paper pack-
aging often has plastic coat-
ings, envelope windows are 
plastic and some inserts in junk 

mail have 
plastics as 
well. 

When trash 
is burned, 
high levels 
of toxic 
chemicals 
are emitted 
in the 

smoke.  Unlike municipal in-
cinerators, backyard burning 
occurs at much lower tempera-
tures, with virtually no com-
bustion, air control and with 
none of the high-tech pollu-
tion filtering apparatus re-
quired before incinerat-
ing.  Instead, pollutants such as 

DON’T BURN YOUR 
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It’s dangerous. 
It pollutes. 

It wastes resources. 
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Home Heating Safety               Post is courtesy of http://www.nfpa.org.  

The National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA) asks residents to practice safe 

heating and cooking techniques this winter 

to reduce home fires. 

In 2011, heating equipment was involved 

in an estimated 53,600 reported U.S. home 

structure fires, with associated losses of 

400 civilian deaths, 1,520 civilian injuries, 

and $893 million in direct property dam-

age.  These fires accounted for 14% of all 

reported home fires.  

Based on 2007-2011 annual averages: 

• Space heaters, whether portable or sta-

tionary, accounted for one-third (33%) 

of home heating fires and four out of 

five (81%) of home heating fire deaths. 

• The leading factor contributing to home 

heating fires (28%) was failure to clean, 

principally creosote from solid-fueled 

heating equipment, primarily chimneys. 

• Placing things that can burn too close to 

heating equipment or placing heating 

equipment too close to things that can 

burn, such as upholstered furniture, 

clothing, mattress, or bedding, was the 

leading factor contributing to ignition in 

fatal home heating fires and accounted 

for more than half (53%) of home heat-

ing fire deaths. 

• Half (50%) of all home heating fires 

occurred in December, January and Feb-

ruary. 

Be safe this Winter!  Watch Dan Doofus 

and Home Heating Safety as a reminder 

that life isn’t a cartoon. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=5BqR4WNd3lA  
(Hover mouse over link for video or copy & paste into browser.) 

 

Safe Cooking 

Be alert!  Don’t use the stove or oven if 

you are tired or have consumed alcohol. 

Stay in the kitchen and check food regu-

larly.  Use a timer to remind you when a 

dish is done. 

Keep anything that can catch fire away 

from the stove top - oven mitts, recipes, 

long sleeves, curtain, etc.    

Use a lid to smoother small grease fires.  

Slide the lid over the pan and turn the 

stove off.  Leave covered until the pan has 

cooled. 

For an oven fire turn the heat off and keep 

the door closed. 

Christmas Tree Safety 

If you have an artificial tree, be sure it is 

labeled certified or identified by the manu-

facturer as fire retardant. 

Choose a tree with fresh, green needles 

that do not fall off when touched. 

Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 1" 

- 2" from the base of the trunk. 

Make sure the tree is at least three feet 

away from any heat source, like fireplaces, 

radiators, candles, heat vents or lights. 

Add water to the tree stand.  Be sure to 

add water daily. 

Replace any string of lights with worn or 

broken cords or loose bulb connections.  

Connect no more than three strands of 

mini string sets and a maximum of 50 

bulbs for screw-in bulbs.  Read manufac-

turer’s instructions for number of LED 

strands to connect. 

Always turn off Christmas tree lights be-

fore leaving home or going to bed. 

Get rid of the tree when it begins dropping 

needles.  Dried-out trees are a fire danger 

and should not be left in the home or ga-

rage, or placed outside against the home.  

will be donated to local charities.  

Dunn County residents can drop-off items 

for The Big Bundle Up at: 

Travel Wisconsin Welcome Center off I-94 

in Menomonie 

Physical Address: 2001 I-94, Menomonie, 

WI 54751 

Phone number: 715-831-2345 

The Menomonie Chamber of Commerce 

& Visitor Center 

Physical Address:  342 East Main Street, 

Menomonie, WI 54751 

Phone Number:  715-235-9087 

For a complete list of drop-off locations 

visit Travel Wisconsin’s website.    

       http://www.travelwisconsin.com 

Help keep Wisconsin fami-

lies warm this winter by 

participating in the Big 

Bundle Up campaign.  

From now until January 3, 

2014, please donate new or gently used 

mittens, hats, scarves, earmuffs, hats, coats, 

sweaters, jackets, snow pants, and other 

warm clothing items.  All collected items 
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Thanks to a partnership between Recycle 

Across Minnesota and vocational centers 

every part gets recycled.  The program will 

run from now through the end of January.  

 Like last year, strands of holiday lights may 

be brought to the Dunn County Transfer 

Station and Recycling Center or an Area 

Collection Station for recycling. 

Recycle Your Holidays 

The Big Bundle Up  



Winter Decorating 
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Snowflake Ornaments 
Step 2 

Get a pattern or draw your own on paper 
(or use no pattern at all).  

Step 3 

Hold or tape in place the pattern you are 
using. The pattern should be centered on 
your “tin” top. 

Step 4 

Use a hammer and nail to make holes. 
Make sure you have a board (or an old 
cutting board)  underneath so as not to  

ruin your table. Use a workbench if you 
have one. 

Step 5 

Add an extra hole in the top for stringing a 
ribbon or cord through to hang on tree. 

This creative blogger made snowflake or-
naments using the tops and bottoms from 
different types of packaging. 
www.funinthemaking.net 

Step 1 

Collect the tops and bottoms of cylindrical 
packaging from chips, crescent rolls, bis-
cuits, dinner rolls, etc… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4 

Place full balloons outside to freeze.  It’s 

best if the temperatures are well below 

freezing and not just hovering around it.  

They will take quite a while to freeze. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 5 

Use a scissors to remove the balloon..  

Wear a pair of dark gloves to keep stains 

from showing.  

 

 

 

 

 

Step 6 

Place frozen water balls around the outside 

of the house for winter pizzazz! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They won’t all turn out perfect... 

Instead of buying decorations for outside 

make some by using leftover birthday bal-

loons.  Check out this bloggers idea below. 

http://queenvannacreations.com/blog/20

12/02/01/ice-ballons/  

Step 1 

Add a few drops of food coloring inside an 

empty balloon.   

Step 2 

Put open end of balloon on faucet, 

SLOWLY turn water on.  Hold spot where 

it’s attached to the faucet, and cradle bal-

loon at the bottom.  A second set of hands 

maybe helpful.   

Step 3 

Take off faucet when 

full, HOLD THE 

BALLOON 

CLOSED and knot.  

(It’s a water balloon 

with coloring in 

there.  Fill it like you 

would a regular wa-

ter balloon.)  

Ice Ornaments 

Painted bottle caps! 



the scissors and snap it in half with your 

hands or, for cleaner edges, use a utility 

blade.  

For the small spokes, they cut: 

5 eight-inch skewers 

10 six-inch skewers 

10 four-inch skewers 

10 2 inch skewers 

Step 4 

To create the small spokes, take a 12-inch 

skewer and glue two 2-inch skewers in a V 

shape 3 inches from the end. Next, glue 

two 4-inch skewers in a V shape two 

inches below the 2-inch skewers. You’ll 

need 5 of these.   

Step 5 

Flip over the large mirror (mirrored side 

down) and glue the small spokes to the 

back. You may want to place them down 

first before gluing to make sure they are 

evenly spaced. Also be careful to glue them 

with the “clean” unglued side facing the 

front of the mirror.   

Step 6 

To create the large spokes, begin by gluing 

a 12-inch skewer in between each of the 5 

small spokes. Then glue the 10-inch, 8-

inch, and 6-inch skewers in order on either 

side of the 12-inch skewers to create a fan 

effect.   

Step 7 

When the hot glue is dry and the bamboo 

sticks feel secure, you can start painting. 

Do one coat for a shabby-chic look, or do 

another coat for a crisper, more opaque 

white finish.   

Step 8 

After the paint has dried, place the mirror 

tiles on the spokes in the design you’d like 

to create. We used circular tiles 1-inch in 

diameter for the small spokes and circular 

tiles ¾-inches in diameter for the large 

spokes, but there are a variety of shapes 

and sizes you can play with. When you’ve 

found your desired look, glue the mirror 

tiles to the spokes.   

Step 9 

Carefully peel back the tape from the mir-

ror. If there is adhesive residue, wipe it 

down with a glass cleaner and a clean pa-

per towel.   

Step 10 

Finally, glue the medium-sized mirror on 

top of the large mirror to create a beveled 

look. If you glue too close to the edges, the 

glue will show when you press down. A 

quarter-sized swirl of glue in the center of 

the mirror should be enough to hold it.  

Use leftover bamboo skewers from sum-

mer in this DIY idea from Ziploc holiday,  

http://holiday.ziploc.com/browse/home.   

Materials 

12 inch bamboo skewers 

Painters Tape 

Scissors 

Ruler 

Hot glue gun 

Mirror tiles 

1 large mirror 

1 medium-sized mirror 

White acrylic paint 

Pencil 

Paint brush 

Step 1 

Cover the mirrored side of the large mirror 

with painter’s tape. Trace along the edges 

with a pencil and cut the tape to create the 

perfect fit. This will prevent any paint or 

hot glue from dirtying the mirror.   

Step 2 

Place bamboo sticks and mirror tiles in the 

design you would like to create. We chose 

a design with 5 large spokes and 5 small 

spokes. You can add as many or as few 

bamboo sticks as you’d like.   

Step 3 

Cut bamboo sticks at varying lengths to 

create a staggering effect. Measure the 

length with a ruler and mark accordingly 

with a pencil. You can make an indent with 
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DIY Snowflake Mirror 


