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Stump the Grump 

How many Responsible 

Units does Wisconsin 

have? 

A. 1,060 

B. 72 

C. 2,012 

D. 587 

Answer: 

A.  1,060 Responsible 

Units   

bottles and jars, news-

print, magazines, office 

paper, cardboard, steel 

and aluminum cans. 

• Provide educational re-

sources and outreach to 

residents and busi-

nesses. 

• Implement a Compli-

ance Assurance Plan for 

at least one commonly 

encountered recycling 

violation. 

• Complete an annual re-

port to the WI DNR.  

This report includes the 

amount of materials 

recycled and where 

they’re processed, any 

violations or citations, 

the number of compli-

ance checks done, and a 

few other items. 

• Lastly, we must notify 

the WI DNR of any 

changes to our program; 

i.e. if we started collect-

ing materials differently, 

eliminated curbside or a 

drop-off collection or if 

there was a change in 

contact information. 

These are the bare bones 

for every recycling pro-

gram in Wisconsin.  Some 

programs, like ours, are 

able to provide their resi-

dents with more than just 

the basic requirements.  

For example Dunn County 

Solid Waste offers recy-

cling services for electron-

ics, plastic film and bags, 

sharps, eye glasses, cook-

ing oil, textiles and a slew 

of other items.  We also 

provide brush disposal, 

hazardous waste events, 

and a holiday light recy-

cling program.  

When recycling became a 

law in 1990, the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural 

Resources (WI DNR) gave 

all municipalities the op-

tion to either join a county 

recycling program or es-

tablish a recycling program 

of their own.  These recy-

cling programs are known 

as Responsible Units (RUs).  

For the majority of Dunn 

County, Dunn County Solid 

Waste serves as the local 

RU. 

As defined under multiple 

WI DNR administration 

codes and state statues, 

RUs in Wisconsin are re-

quired to provide and 

maintain recycling pro-

grams that:   

• Provide a local recycling 

ordinance and the nec-

essary authority to en-

force recycling require-

ments. 

• Provide or ensure access 

to a recycling program 

for all residents.  The 

state requires RUs to 

recycle #1 & #2 plastic 

bottles and jugs, glass 
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each RU comes from a portion of 

landfill tipping fees or fees paid to 

landfills to bury garbage.   

Each year Dunn County Solid Waste 

hires auditors to go over our financial 

records.  We do this so that partici-

pating municipalities can be assured 

that all the money collected for recy-

cling goes towards recycling and not 

into another portion of our program.  

Another great aspect of our RU is 

that Dunn County 

Solid Waste is basically self 

sustaining.  Besides the money from 

municipalities to help run our recy-

cling program, we do not ask for any 

additional funds from the County.  

We run our program like a business, 

meaning all debits and credits must 

come out of our own program’s 

budget.  This includes all capital 

costs, wages, supplies, rent and the 

like. 

All responsible units need help fund-

ing their recycling programs.  Con-

trary to popular belief, it costs 

money to recycle, just as it costs 

money to landfill items.  Dunn 

County Solid Waste gets some of its 

funding from the state and the rest 

from participating municipalities.  In 

order to receive funding from the WI 

DNR, Dunn County Solid Waste must 

complete a grant application and a 

report each year.  The funds given to 

Funding 

Recycling Excellence Award 

According to the Waste and Materi-

als Management Program Director, 

Ann Coakley, the WI DNR established 

the Recycling Excellence Awards to 

“encourage and reward communities 

for outstanding efforts, innovation 

and performance in recycling, and 

providing examples of how to in-

crease the effectiveness of local recy-

cling programs.” 

A total of twenty local govern-

ments were recognized by the WI 

DNR for their recycling efforts.  

Dunn County was one of three 

municipalities recognized for their 

overall efforts, alongside Outa-

gamie County and the City of Bay-

field (Milwaukee County).  Honor-

able mentions in this category 

went to the City of Burlington 

(Racine County) and Town of 

Brooklyn (Green County). 

 

For the second year in a row, the 

Dunn County Solid Waste Division 

(DCSW) has been presented with 

an Excellence in Recycling Award 

on behalf of the Wisconsin De-

partment of Natural Resources 

(WI DNR) Recycling Program. The 

2014 Excellence in Wisconsin Re-

cycling Award - Overall Program 

recognizes local governments for 

their “superior recycling efforts” 

which “exceed the WI DNR’s expec-

tations by providing a higher stan-

dard of service to residents.” 

Based on their 2013 recycling efforts, 

the award recognizes DCSW’s “Get 

Caught Recycling” campaign, redes-

igned, easy to read recycling labels 

for county wide recycling bins and 

containers, a holiday light recycling 

program, and a bottle crushing cam-

paign.  Also created in 2013 was Re-

Cyclone, DCSW’s recycling mascot 

who appears at fairs, festivals, pa-

rades and schools educating the pub-

lic about recycling. 

Solid Waste Staff members (L to R) 

Diane Durest, Recycling Specialist 

Amanda Haffele, Solid Waste Direc-

tor George Hayducsko, Kobi Shaw, 

and Nancy Radke. 

Our Excellence in Recycling certificate. 



Reuse your Holidays 
Glass Bottles and Jars 

Light Bulbs 

Reclaimed Wood Cans 
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Recycling and Waste Reduction for the Holiday’s 

Plastic Film and Bags 

Recycle plastic film that comes 

around toys, electronics, appliances, 

beverage cases, toilet paper, shop-

ping bags, bubble wrap, air pockets, 

and more.  This material needs to 

taken to an Area 

Collection Station or 

the Transfer and 

Recycling Station.  

To find a retail store 

near you that recycles this material 

visit plasticfilmrecycling.org. 

Bottles & Cans 

In your haste to 

clean make sure to 

keep your normal 

recyclables sepa-

rate. 

Cardboard Boxes 

Flatten cardboard boxes and place 

them inside one large box.  Extra flat-

ten boxes can be set next to or un-

derneath your curbside recycling bin. 

Christmas Trees 

Dried up Christmas trees can be 

taken to the Boyceville, Elk Mound, 

or Colfax Collection Stations for recy-

cling.  The City of Menomonie also 

has a drop-off location. 

Hats, Coats, & Mittens 

Help keep Wisconsin families warm 

this winter by participating in the Big 

Bundle Up campaign.  From now un-

til the beginning of 

January, please do-

nate new or gently 

used mittens, hats, 

scarves, earmuffs, 

hats, coats, sweaters, 

jackets, snow pants, and other warm 

clothing items.  All collected items 

will be donated to local charities.  

Dunn County residents can bring 

items to the Menomonie Chamber of 

Commerce and the I-94 Eastbound 

Rest Stop and Travel Center. 

Leftovers 

Use reusable containers for leftovers.  

Have guests bring a reusable con-

tainer or give them away as part as a 

gift.  You can even personalize them 

with names or pictures. 

Confetti 

Make your own using a shredder, 

scissors or hole punch and scrap pa-

per.  Or save and dry flower petals.  

Crunch them up 

for a delightfully 

scented confetti. 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency estimates that the volume of 

household waste increases by 25 

percent between Thanksgiving and 

New Year's Day.  That's about one 

million extra tons being sent to land-

fills across the country each year.  

Consider these suggestions to pre-

vent that extra waste 

this holiday season.  

Recycle Holiday Lights 

Dunn County residents 

can bring lights to any Area Collec-

tion Station, the Transfer Station and 

Recycling Center, or at the City of 

Menomonie Waste Site.  If you live 

outside of Dunn County, contact your 

local recycling program, UW-

Extension office, or scrap metal 

dealer to see if they’ll accept strands 

of lights for recycling. 

Wrapping & Tissue Paper 

The fibers in wrapping and tissue 

paper are very small and not easily 

recycled.  Many wrapping papers are 

made from foils and/or plastic film 

which are not recyclable.  Instead be 

creative this year and use paper 

bags, maps, burlap, cloth napkins, 

shirts, shower curtains, 

pieces of fabric, reus-

able gift bags and 

boxes. 

 

Words of Wisdom 
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Start on January 1st with an empty jar.  Throughout the year write the good things that happened to you 

on little pieces of paper.  On December 31st, open the jar and read all the amazing things that happened 

to you that year.  

If every family wrapped just three gifts 

in recycled or reusable material, it 

would save enough paper to cover 

45,000 football fields.  


