
PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
EAU CLAIRE, WI
PERMIT NO. 366

T he Dunn County

Dunn County Solid Waste Division
390 Red Cedar Street, Suite C
Menomonie, WI 54751
Phone (715) 232-4017

********ECRWSS********
POSTAL PATRON

The Dunn County Solid Waste & Recycling Newsletter Vol. 11 No. 1 • April, 2011

Web Site
For general recycling information in Dunn County
go to recyclemorewisconsin.org, and select Dunn
County as the community. At this site there is also
an immediate link to the Dunn County SolidWaste
Division web site. This link can provide more
specific details on the County’s programs and
guidelines. Direct web address for Dunn County
is www.co.dunn.wi.us.

The following area Collection Stations and the Dunn CountyTransfer Station and Recycling Center accept:
Recyclables Anti-Freeze Automotive Batteries Construction Materials*
Household Garbage Used Oil Filters Rechargeable Batteries Demolition Materials*
Scrap Metal Appliances* Used Oil Cellular Phones
Furniture* Tires* Sharps (needles) Ink Jet Cartridges
Electronics * a fee may be charged to recycle or dispose of the material

Dunn CountyTransfer Station and Recycling Center
E3900 Hwy 29, Menomonie
Hours: Mondays 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Wednesdays 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays 7 a.m. to Noon

Boyceville Area Collection Station
E2698 County Road N
Hours: Wednesdays Noon to 7 p.m. (April 1- Oct. 31)

Wednesdays Noon to 5 p.m. (Nov.1- March 31)
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Colfax Area Collection Station
N9417 810th Street
Hours: Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (April 1- Oct. 31)

Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Nov.1-March 31)
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Connorsville Area Collection Station
Behind old Connorsville Co-op Creamery
Hours: Wednesdays 8 a.m. to Noon

Saturdays 8 a.m. to Noon

Downsville Area Collection Station
N2723 440th Street (1/2 mile north of State Hwy 72)
Hours: Wednesdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Yard waste is accepted at:

Boyceville Area Collection Station
Colfax Area Collection Station
Elk Mound Area Collection Station
Dunn County YardWaste Drop-Off Site

Facilities and Hours of Operation

Municipalities with their own SolidWaste and/or Recycling programs:

Elk MoundArea Collection Station
401 570th Avenue, which is at the end of 570th Avenue
Hours: Wednesdays 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. (April 1- Oct. 31)

Wednesdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Nov.1- March 31)
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ridgeland Area Collection Station
N12184 Hwy 25
Hours: Wednesdays 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. (April 1- Oct. 31)

Wednesdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. (Nov.1- March 31)
Saturdays 8 a.m. to Noon

Rock Creek Area Collection Station
N1825 980th Street
Hours: Wednesdays 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. (April 1- Oct. 31)

Wednesdays Noon to 4 p.m. (Nov.1- March 31)
Saturdays 8 a.m. to Noon

Sand Creek Area Drop-Off Site (recyclables only)
Hours: Saturdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dunn CountyYardWaste Drop-Off Site
Accepts brush, leaves and grass clippings only
N5515 377th Street in the Town of Menomonie
Hours: April 1 thru November 15 (weather permitting)

Mondays 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Wednesdays 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays 7 a.m. to Noon

Village of Knapp
Weekly curbside collection of recyclables and household
waste. TheVillage sponsors an Annual Clean-Up Day. Contact
Village Hall at (715)-665-2495.

City of Menomonie
Bagged household garbage, yard waste and scrap metal is
accepted at the City of Menomonie Drop-Off Site: 1601 Gilbert
Creek Road. (715)-232-2302.
Hours: Tuesday 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Thursday 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Dunn County SolidWaste & Recycling Collection Stations

The above information is subject to change. Current as of April
2011. Must be a member of the Dunn County Program and have a
County Permit to use the SolidWaste Program.

Printed on recycled
and recyclable paper
with soy-based ink

A permit is required to dispose of
household waste at any Dunn County
Collection Station.

Town of Eau Galle
Service through Pepin County (715)-672-5709 or by purchasing a
solid waste permit from Dunn County (715)-232-4017.

Town of Hay River
Accepts recyclables and household waste. Contact Stanley
Andrews at (715)-632-2104.

Town of Sand Creek
Recyclables only at the Sand Creek Area Drop-Off Site. Hours
of operation are Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information about disposing of household garbage, contact a
local hauler or Dunn County SolidWaste Division.

Town of Stanton
Accepts recyclables and household waste. The Town sponsors
an Annual Clean-Up Day. Contact ValerieWindsor at (715)-665-2568.

Recent changes in legislation have banned electronics from
landfills and incinerators. As a result, all electronics must be
recycled. Such items can be taken to the Dunn County Transfer
Station or area Collection Stations for recycling. Originally there
were fees for this service, but as of January 1, 2011, all
electronics recycled are now free to Dunn County residents
and K-12 public schools.

As part of this E-Cycle Wisconsin program, Dunn County Solid
Waste has contracted with an electronics recycling company.
That same company then works with various electronic
manufacturers who are responsible for helping to pay the
recycling costs. It is unknown how long this program will be
available and fees are still required for businesses, churches,
private schools, etc.* For anyone required to pay a fee for
recycling of electronics, it is preferred that the items be
brought to the Dunn County Transfer Station.

This is a great opportunity for the public as there are new
electronics on the market every few months, making them
obsolete in record time. These items contain mercury, cadmium,
lead, chromium and chemical flame retardants, all hazardous to
the environment. However, electronics also contain valuable
materials such as precious metals, steel, glass and plastic.
Reusing these items cuts down on greenhouse gas emissions
directly related to manufacturing.

Free Electronics Recycling
To Dunn County Residents

Dunn County Solid Waste Division (715) 232-4017 • www.co.dunn.wi.us

In an effort to make the Dunn County Transfer Station both safer and
more efficient, a new Public Drop-Off has been opened just below the
site’s main building. With multiple car lanes, this paved site has clearly
marked bins for both trash and recyclables. There are grey bins for
garbage, green bins for colored glass, and yellow bins for all other
recyclables.

Though the Public Drop-Off has only been open since the end of
January, the response has been overwhelmingly positive. Many people
appreciate how quickly they can drop off their items. Drivers no longer
get caught in traffic, waiting in long lines that stretch beyond the
building. That same congestion has caused many safety concerns, with
haulers and individuals side-by-side in close quarters. The combination
of large trucks, pedestrians and loose recyclables in a contained space is
less than ideal. With the opening of this new area, recycling can be
accomplished both quickly and in a more secure manner.

Though still getting familiar with the new system, patron Jason Carlson
summed it up best, “I think this is a great idea!” says Jason. “On a
Saturday, you could wait up to fifteen minutes to get inside. This is
definitely much faster!”

SECURE YOUR LOAD
For the safety of other drivers and the environment, it is crucial to secure
your load! No matter what you are transporting or how far you are going,
please make sure all items are totally contained within the walls of the
vehicle. Proper packing of lighter items on the bottom, covering items
with a tarp and securing with bungee cords, ropes, straps or netting is not
only recommended, it prevents pollution and inevitably saves lives!
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Eugene Stratton (left) recycles a computer moniter at the Connorsville Area Collection
Station. While admits he would have brought in his electronics with or without a
recycling fee, he appreciates that such items are now free. Assisting Stratton with his
electronics drop off are site attendants Bob Christopherson (center) and Dennis
Minter (right).

*For a list of fees, go to the Dunn County website at www.co.dunn.wi.us.

During his first visit to the Public Drop-Off, Andrew Olson recycles his glass
bottles. The site has different bins assigned for green, brown and clear
glass. For convenience and safety, the glass recycling bins are wide open
and low to the ground. This allows items to be placed inside, rather than
dropped, thus eliminating breakage.

Items applicable to this recycling program include televisions,
computers, computer monitors, printers, fax machines and more.
For personal safety, it is recommended that private or
confidential information be removed. Destroying and discarding
discs from hard drives is encouraged as well.

New Public Drop-Off Area Opens
At Dunn County Transfer Station
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Common
Recycling
Questions

Is it okay to burn
treated wood?
No! In an effort to help lumber withstand
insects, fungus or exposure to moisture,
chemicals including chromium, copper and
arsenic (CAA) are used to treat the wood. If
CAA treated wood is burned, toxic smoke
and ash are emitted into the air, creating a
hazard to people and the environment
alike. While CAA largely stopped being
used for wood treatment at the end of
2003, it can still be found in some
commercial products. Any wood products
that have been painted, stained or treated
with other sources should not be burned,
but thrown in the trash instead.

What type of plastics can I
recycle in Dunn County?
Commonly used and plastics

(i.e. milk jugs, pop bottles, laundry

detergent bottles) are banned from

landfills and must be recycled. Other

plastic containers ( - ) are not

part of this ban. Right now, with no

strong, reliable market for these less

common plastics, it is not economically

feasible to accept - items.

Considering the collection space needed,

as well as the baling and transporting

expense, the program would not be cost-

effective. While other communities may

accept all plastics, it is largely to keep

and bottles and jugs out of

landfills. Here in Dunn County, residents

can rest assured all collected recyclables

do indeed get recycled.

General Guidelines to help
prepare your recyclables:
• Labels do not have to be removed
• Remove caps and lids
• Empty contents
• Rinse clean
• Flatten or crush bottle, jugs or cans

Aluminum
• Pop cans and many cat food cans
• Clean foil and pie tins may go in
the scrap metal bin at the area
Collection Stations

Glass Bottles and Jars
• Food jars, beer, soda, wine and
liquor bottles (remove metal rings)

• NO window glass, ceramics, china,
Pyrex, or light bulbs

• Avoid breaking glass

Steel (Tin) & Empty Aerosol Cans
• Besides cans, steel caps and lids from
plastic bottles, jars and frozen juice
containers may be recycled

• Metal lids and rings from glass bottles

Plastic Bottles
• #1 or #2 bottles with small neck
openings (milk, soda, laundry detergent)

• NO motor oil, transmission fluid,
herbicide or pesticide bottles

• NO wide mouth plastic containers
(cottage cheese, ice cream, margarine)

• NO styrofoam, plastic bags, plastic wrap,
egg cartons or yogurt containers

Mixed Paper
• Newspaper must be dry and clean. If it comes
with the newspaper, it can be recycled with the
newspaper

• White/pastel office paper, envelopes,
window envelopes, Post-it Notes,
scratch paper, computer paper

• Telephone directories
• Paperback books
• Comic books
• Crossword puzzle books

Cardboard
• Clean, corrugated cardboard flattened and cut
down to no larger than three foot square

• Cereal, cake and other baking boxes
flattened with liners removed

• Paper grocery bags
• Manila envelopes and file folders
• NO pizza boxes, pop or beer cartons,
detergent boxes, wax milk or juice
cartons, produce boxes, tooth paste
boxes , soap boxes , green house
boxes, or hard cover books

Magazines
• Magazines or catalogs with shiny
appearance

• Shiny paper from your mail

Preparing Recyclables

How do I dispose of
oil filters and oil absorbents?
As of January 1, 2011, oil filters and oil
absorbents have been banned from
landfills statewide. Therefore, such
materials may be recycled at the Dunn
County Transfer Station or at area
Collection Stations. This new law serves
multiple purposes and affects
homeowners, farmers, businesses,
industrial operations, and others. Oil is
a valuable material that once extracted
from filters and absorbents can be
reused. Oil absorbents come in granular
form as well as: pads, rags, pillows,
towels, wipes, or socks. Peter Rock of
Rock Oil Refining adds, “From a natural
resources point of view, most people do
not realize that oil filters can total up to
hundreds of tons of steel per month.
Four drums full of used oil filters can
contain enough steel to make one car
body. Rock Oil (the company that
processes Dunn County’s oil filters and
oil absorbents) collects and processes
hundreds of drums per month, which
can add up to a lot of steel.”

How can I reduce
unwanted mail?
Did you know the average person spends
eight months of their life handling
unsolicited mail? And in one year, 100
million trees are used to produce such
printed matter? Just one day’s unwanted
correspondence contains the energy to
heat 250,000 homes! Let’s stop these
excessive mailings and avoid over six
million tons of annual waste. Here’s who
to contact:

Register free online with Direct Marketing
Association www.dmachoice.org.

For unwanted credit card offers go to
www.optoutprescreen.com or call
(888)-567-8688.

Omit unwelcome catalogs at
www.catalogchoice.org.

Pay bills online and switch to paperless
statements.

Call any 1-800 number located on the
printed matter and request to be removed
from the mailing list.

For everything else, send a postcard to the
solicitor’s address asking to be removed
from their list. Return the actual mailing
address label or include any customer
identification number when possible.

1

Composting 101
Food scraps and yard trimmings make up
nearly one sixth of household garbage. Why
throw away organic waste when it can be
composted then returned to your garden or
yard as rich soil? Composting is easy and the
benefits plentiful.

1. Buy or make a compost bin. Chicken
wire, scrap lumber or wooden pallets
are ideal for this. Place the bin in a
partially shaded area at least two feet
from your house or any other
structure. Find a location with access
to water and with good drainage.

2. Start by placing a layer of carbon
rich “browns” (dried leaves, straw,
shredded newspaper or cardboard,
dryer lint, sawdust) at the bottom.
Follow with a layer of nitrogen rich
“greens” (fruit or vegetable scraps,
coffee grounds, tea bags, eggshells,
green leaves, grass clippings). Do
not put meat, fats, oils, dairy
products or pet feces in your bin.
Each layer should be 4 to 6 inches
thick. Keep alternating layers and add
water as you go. The pile should be
moist like a wrung out sponge.

3. After a week, mix the greens and
browns with a shovel or pitchfork. If
the pile is wet from rain, turn the pile
more frequently, or add more brown
material to soak up excessive
moisture. Ideally you should turn your
pile over every time you add new
organic material. Be sure to break up
clumps or wet the pile as needed.

4. When the material is dark and
crumbly, smells fresh and no longer
looks like the original contents, your
compost is done. This final product
can be mixed into your garden’s soil,
added to potted plants, used as mulch
for landscaping, or spread on lawns to
fill low spots.

If you have limited yard space, or are an
apartment dweller, you can compost indoors
with an enclosed bin. Worms can do the
work for you! To learn how to compost with
worms go to
http://cityfarmer.org/wormcomp61.html.

Where better to go green than your yard?
Lawn care just got a whole lot easier. First of all, you can stop mowing so often.
Grass should be at least 2 to 3 inches long, allowing the grass to have lengthy
roots. If roots are too short, the lawn will suffer during any summer drought.
Longer grass also cuts down on yard waste and provides shade, making it harder
for weeds to establish themselves.

Next, you can stop raking your grass clippings. Clippings provide nutrients and
naturally fertilize your lawn throughout the summer. Also, watering a lawn is
unnecessary and expensive. While a lawn may go dormant when it’s hot and
dry, it will recover when cooler fall weather arrives. And remember, brown grass
is dormant, not dead.

Worry less about weeds. These unwanted invaders can actually give clues as to a
lawn’s needs. For instance, dandelions may mean the grass is too thin. Creeping
Charlie may indicate that the soil is poorly drained. Moss may reveal that the
site is too shady or wet for grass.

Proper landscaping can assist in a home’s energy use. By planting shade trees
on the east and west sides of a house, a home will stay cooler in the summer. As
for the colder months, evergreen trees on the northwest side of a house will
block winter winds. Leaving the south side of a house clear of trees offers light
and solar heat in as well.

Don’t Throw Out Old Clothes!
Always looking to keep items
out of landfills, Dunn County
Solid Waste has a new recycling
program to offer residents. By
partnering with USAgain, area
Collection Stations and the
Dunn County Transfer Station
will now have bins to deposit
unwanted clothing items.
Already established in 14 states,
USAgain operates “for people,
for planet and for profit.” Their
recognizable green and white
bins are used for collection,
diverting over 100 million
pounds of pre-owned,
unwanted textiles every week
from landfills. The clothing is
then exported and resold to
struggling countries where there
is a great need for such items.

The mission of USAgain serves
many purposes. Besides
reducing the excessive waste of
unwanted clothes, reusing such
items saves precious natural
resources, reduces pollution and

prevents the emission of
climate changing greenhouse
gases. “The raw material
production and manufacturing
of new clothes is an …energy
intensive process. So every item
of clothing saved is a big benefit
for the planet,“ the company
explains. In addition to
clothing, USAgain also accepts
shoes, bedding, towels,
drapery, hats, purses, belts
and more. Items should be
placed in plastic bags prior to
donation.

USAgain supports the
environment, the global
economy, and the local
economy as well. Aside from
job opportunities, USAgain
shares a portion of its proceeds
with collection bin sponsors,
creating new revenue for our
county. Ultimately, this leads to
cost efficient recycling and
waste reduction programs for
you, the public.

Due to cuts in funding, only one
Hazardous Waste Collection is scheduled
for 2011. Therefore, there will be no
spring collection this year. Instead, the
fall Hazardous Waste Collection will be
the one and only opportunity to drop off
such potentially dangerous materials.
Collections will be held Wednesday,
September 14th at the Colfax Fairgrounds
and Thursday, September 15th at The
Dunn County Transfer Station in
Menomonie. The event will be open to
businesses and households.

2011 Hazardous Waste
Collection Slated for Fall 2
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